THE CAMEL OF SALIH BIN HUT

Salih's camel calf1 entered into it and the entrance was
closed up like a wall of mountain and prevented the man
from coming after it any more.' A pause. 'Shuf! Sabhan
Allah!' - 'Do you call that nothing ?'

'And what of the origin of you Qara ?'

'The Arabs call us Qara but we call ourselves Hakalai,
and we came here from Hadhramaut, and to Hadhramaut
we came from across the sea.5

I had heard this many times, and Shaikh Hasan held that
the tribe migrated westwards with the Mahra, and that they
had lingered together over Habarut. This seems improb-
able to me because they, like the Shahara and Barahama,
have no camel wasm, and for a tribe that was at one time
nomadic and still breeds camels not to have had, or tohavelost,
the camel mark which is the tribal coat of arms, is inconceiv-
able. Its absence suggests that they came in by way of the sea.

'Hakalai was our ancestor, and the Qara sprang from the
Guraish. He and the Baliyoz2 sprang from one race: but
we crossed the sea/

A Saiyid pointed out that this was not the Guraish from
which his revered ancestor the Prophet sprang, but from
another, only remembered in Qara traditions.

It was interesting to me as implying a consciousness of
racial distinction from the typical Arab; it also suggested
that the Qara are not improbably a survival - an eddy of
that Abyssinian stream of Christian conquerors that in-
vaded and proselytised South-west Arabia before Islam.

1  I should perhaps use the word 'colt/ following Genesis xxxii. 15,
* Thirty milch camels with their colts.'

2 This term is used in the Persian Gulf and on the coast of Arabia to
denote a British Political Agent.   It is said to be derived, by metathesis,
from the low Latin bailus. Lat. lajulus^ from Bailo, the title of the represen-
tative of the Venetian Republic at the Sublime Porte.
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